Sample Assignment of Copyright

DATE: [date]

PARTIES:

...

BACKGROUND:

(A)
[Insert explanation of the background to this Assignment.]

(B)
[For example, “The Assignor owns the Assignment Rights, and has agreed to assign the Assignment Rights to the Assignee on the terms of this Assignment”.]

AGREEMENT:

1.
Definitions and interpretation

...

2.
Assignment

...

2.2
The Assignment Rights are assigned for the whole term of such rights together with all reversions, revivals, extensions and renewals.

2.3
The rights assigned to the Assignee under Clause [2.1] include the right to bring proceedings in respect of, and recover any damages or benefit from any other remedies in respect of, any infringement of the Assignment Rights pre-dating this Assignment.

[3.
Moral rights


The Assignor [waives all its moral rights in the Assignment Rights to the maximum extent permitted by applicable law] [and] [warrants that all [other] moral rights in the Assignment Rights have been waived to the maximum extent permitted by applicable law.]

4.
Further assurance

...

5.
Warranties

5.1
The Assignor warrants to the Assignee:

(a)
that it has the legal right and authority to enter into and perform its obligations under this Assignment; 

[(b)
that it is the sole owner of all right, title and interest in the Assignment Rights; and]

[(c)
that there are, at the date of this Assignment, no subsisting licences of any Assignment Rights, and no subsisting agreements for the licensing of any  Assignment Rights.]

...

6.
Indemnity

...

7.
General

...

	This is a sample document, containing selected sections from SEQ Legal's assignment of copyright template.  Ellipses indicate omitted sections.  You can purchase a complete assignment of copyright from:

http://www.website-contracts.co.uk/acatalog/intellectual_property_assignment.html



�	This document can be used to assign (i.e. transfer ownership of) copyright and related rights.  





�	The date should be the date of signature; if the parties sign on different dates, it should be the date of the last signature.





�	Where a party to the contract is a sole trader or partnership rather than a company, the following party definitions may be used: 





	sole trader: “[INDIVIDUAL NAME] trading as [business name], which has its principal place of business at [address] (the “[Assignor/Assignee]”)”





	partnership: “[PARTNERSHIP NAME], a partnership established under [English] law having its principal place of business at [address] (the “[Assignor/Assignee]”)”





�	The key moral rights in this context are the rights of paternity (i.e. to be identified as the author of a copyright work) and integrity (i.e. to object to the derogatory treatment of the copyright work).  These rights accrue to the author in addition to the copyright (although, as a matter of English law, the paternity right needs to be “asserted”).





�	Where the Assignee proposes to make a particular use of the Assignment Rights (e.g. publishing a literary work), then it will be sensible from the Assignee's perspective to ask for an additional warranty that the proposed use “will not infringe the Intellectual Property Rights or other legal rights of any third party”.  Generally, the warranties should be consistent with the nature of the assignment – see the footnote concerning “full title guarantee”. 








